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PUBLIC HEALTH DIVISION

Drinking Water Services

Outline

• Year 1 in Review
– Portland issues

– Lead in Schools

– Seismic planning

– Program capacity

• Looking Ahead
– Federal Landscape

– Sustainable resources

– Emerging contaminants

– Program issues

2



PUBLIC HEALTH DIVISION

Drinking Water Services

Portland’s Uniqueness

• Commissioner form of City 

Government

• Highly engaged citizens

• Drinking water

– Near pristine source

– Unfiltered

– Variance from Crypto 

treatment

– LCR optimization by Lead 

Hazard Reduction Plan
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PUBLIC HEALTH DIVISION

Drinking Water Services

Portland’s Uniqueness--Crypto

• Variance granted in 2012 

based on prior monitoring, 

watershed protections.

• Detections in early 2017 made 

it infeasible to comply.

• Revocation order issued in 

May 2017.

• City decides on filtration over 

UV treatment.

• Bilateral Compliance 

Agreement in December 2017.
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PUBLIC HEALTH DIVISION

Drinking Water Services

Portland’s Uniqueness--Lead

• 1985 ban on lead solder and 

lead in plumbing. Known 

pigtails removed by 1998.

• Optimized through Lead 

Hazard Reduction Plan since 

1997.

• 2017 agreement to improve 

corrosion control.

– Bench and pilot studies

– CCTx by 2022
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PUBLIC HEALTH DIVISION

Drinking Water Services

Reducing exposure to Lead in Schools

• Governor directed Early 

Learning Division to adopt 

rules for Child Care centers

– Initial monitoring by Sept 

30, 2018

– EPA 3Ts with 15 ppb Action 

Level

– Sampling every 6 yrs

• OR Dept of Ed working on 

similar rules for K-12, as 

required by SB1062
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PUBLIC HEALTH DIVISION

Drinking Water Services

Getting ready for Cascadia

• OR Cascadia Resilience Plan 

adopted in 2013.

• Rule effective January 2018. Applies 

to PWSs subject to Master Plan 

(>300 conn.) and in High to 

Moderate risk zones.

– Seismic risk assessment to evaluate 

backbone system to serve critical 

community needs.

– Mitigation plan to identify projects to 

upgrade the backbone system over a 

50 yr period.
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PUBLIC HEALTH DIVISION

Drinking Water Services

Program Revenue Sources FY17-19

Federal
66%

General Fund
22%

Fees, Plan 
Review

3%

Fees, Op 
Cert, 

Backflow
4%

Fees, San. 
Surveys

5%
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PUBLIC HEALTH DIVISION

Drinking Water Services
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Drinking Water Program 2011 (48 FTEs)
DAVE LELAND

PEM F

       Pos.#0000957   X7010

Diane Weis

AS 1

Pos.#0000977   C0107

Carol Malka

OS 2

Pos.#1000692   C0104

Vacant

RA 2

Pos.#0000168   C1116

Vacant

RA 3

Pos.#0000509   C1117

Paul Cymbala

RA 3

Pos.#0000902   C1117

Bradley Daniels

CS 3

Pos.#0000661   C5248

Charles Michael

CS 3

Pos.#0001141   C5248

Vacant

RA 1

Pos.#0000962   C1115

Janet Brock

RA 1

Pos.#1003664   C1115

Roberta Lindgren

RA 1

Pos.#0000903   C1115

Angela Wahlquist

RA 3

Pos.#1003665   C1117

Michelle Van Kleeck

CS 3

Pos.#0000662   C5248

Joe Carlson

PEM D

Pos.#0000958   X7006

Marsha Fox

AS 1 (.5 FTE)

Pos.#0000717   C0107

Lee Keyes

AS 1

Pos.#0000328   C0107

Vacant

NRS 3

Pos.#0000669   C8503

Michael Perry

PA 2

Pos.#0001168   C0861

Tom Mitchell

EHS 3

Pos.#0000891   C3819

Dottie Reynolds

CS 2

Pos.#0000082   C5247

Adam DeSemple

PA 2

Pos.#1003879   C0861

Debra Lambeth

EE 3

Pos.#0000484   C3412

Anthony Fields

PEM D

Pos.#0000669   C8503

Marsha Fox

AS 1 (.5 FTE)

Pos.#0000717   C0107

Gregg Baird

NRS 3

Pos.#1003667   C8503

Vacant

EE 3

Pos.#0000976   C3411

Evan Hofeld

EE 3

Pos.#0000670   C3412

Peter Farrelly

EE 3

Pos.#1003668   C3411

Carrie Gentry

EE 3

Pos.#0000976   C3411

Carolyn Clemens

OS 2 (.5 FTE)

Pos.#0000664   C0104

James Nusrala

EE 3

Pos.#1003660   C3412

Amy A Word

NRS 3

Pos.#1003662   C8503

Michelle Byrd

NRS 3

Pos.#0001139   C8503

Fred Kalish

EE 3

Pos.#1003668   C3412

Bill Goss

EE 3

Pos.#0000162   C3412

Kari Salis

PEM D

Pos.#0000317   X7006

Region 1

Betsy Parry

NRS 3

Pos.#1003661   C8503

Shawn Stevenson

NRS 3

Pos.#0000663   C8503

Drue Edney

OS 2

Pos.#0001010   C0104

Russ Kazmierczak

NRS 3

Pos.#1002421   C8503

Vacant

NRS 4

Pos.#0001140   C8503

Tom Pattee

NRS 5

Pos.#0000046   C8505

Vacant

NRS 3

Pos.#1002415   C8503

Daniel Hough

NRS 3

Pos.#1003663   C8503

Jay MacPherson

EE 3

Pos.#1003658   C3412

Scott Curry

EE 3

Pos.#0000483   C3412

Casey Lyon

NRS 3

Pos.#0000925   C3819

Karen Kelley

PEM D

Pos.#0000163   X7006

Region 2
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PUBLIC HEALTH DIVISION

Drinking Water Services

Drinking Water Program 2017 (34 FTEs)
DAVE LELAND

PEM F

       Pos.#0000957   X7010

Diane Weis

AS 1

Pos.#0000977   C0107

Carol Malka

OS 2

Pos.#1000692   C0104

Vacant

RA 2

Pos.#0000168   C1116

Vacant

RA 3

Pos.#0000509   C1117

Paul Cymbala

RA 3

Pos.#0000902   C1117

Bradley Daniels

CS 3

Pos.#0000661   C5248

Charles Michael

CS 3

Pos.#0001141   C5248

Vacant

RA 1

Pos.#0000962   C1115

Janet Brock

RA 1

Pos.#1003664   C1115

Roberta Lindgren

RA 1

Pos.#0000903   C1115

Angela Wahlquist

RA 3

Pos.#1003665   C1117

Michelle Van Kleeck

CS 3

Pos.#0000662   C5248

Joe Carlson

PEM D

Pos.#0000958   X7006

Marsha Fox

AS 1 (.5 FTE)

Pos.#0000717   C0107

Lee Keyes

AS 1

Pos.#0000328   C0107

Vacant

NRS 3

Pos.#0000669   C8503

Michael Perry

PA 2

Pos.#0001168   C0861

Tom Mitchell

EHS 3

Pos.#0000891   C3819

Dottie Reynolds

CS 2

Pos.#0000082   C5247

Adam DeSemple

PA 2

Pos.#1003879   C0861

Debra Lambeth

EE 3

Pos.#0000484   C3412

Anthony Fields

PEM D

Pos.#0000669   C8503

Marsha Fox

AS 1 (.5 FTE)

Pos.#0000717   C0107

Gregg Baird

NRS 3

Pos.#1003667   C8503

Vacant

EE 3

Pos.#0000976   C3411

Evan Hofeld

EE 3

Pos.#0000670   C3412

Peter Farrelly

EE 3

Pos.#1003668   C3411

Carrie Gentry

EE 3

Pos.#0000976   C3411

Carolyn Clemens

OS 2 (.5 FTE)

Pos.#0000664   C0104

James Nusrala

EE 3

Pos.#1003660   C3412

Amy A Word

NRS 3

Pos.#1003662   C8503

Michelle Byrd

NRS 3

Pos.#0001139   C8503

Fred Kalish

EE 3

Pos.#1003668   C3412

Bill Goss

EE 3

Pos.#0000162   C3412

Kari Salis

PEM D

Pos.#0000317   X7006

Region 1

Betsy Parry

NRS 3

Pos.#1003661   C8503

Shawn Stevenson

NRS 3

Pos.#0000663   C8503

Drue Edney

OS 2

Pos.#0001010   C0104

Russ Kazmierczak

NRS 3

Pos.#1002421   C8503

Vacant

NRS 4

Pos.#0001140   C8503

Tom Pattee

NRS 5

Pos.#0000046   C8505

Vacant

NRS 3

Pos.#1002415   C8503

Daniel Hough

NRS 3

Pos.#1003663   C8503

Jay MacPherson

EE 3

Pos.#1003658   C3412

Scott Curry

EE 3

Pos.#0000483   C3412

Casey Lyon

NRS 3

Pos.#0000925   C3819

Karen Kelley

PEM D

Pos.#0000163   X7006

Region 2
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PUBLIC HEALTH DIVISION

Drinking Water Services

Oregon water systems by type
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PUBLIC HEALTH DIVISION

Drinking Water Services

Impacts of reduced staffing

• Unable to regulate Non-EPA 

systems.

• Data entry backlogs

• Compliance schedules 

overdue

• Limited capacity for:

– Tech review 

– Emergency preparedness 

planning

– Program planning and process 

improvement
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PUBLIC HEALTH DIVISION

Drinking Water Services

Stabilizing staff levels near term

• EPA allows states to apply 

historically unused set-aside 

authority to new SRF cap grants.

• Oregon took $750K of banked set-

asides in FY17 SRF grant to fill gap 

and stabilize staffing.

• Unsustainable over the long term.

13



PUBLIC HEALTH DIVISION

Drinking Water Services

Looking Ahead
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PUBLIC HEALTH DIVISION

Drinking Water Services

Federal Landscape 

• Administration focused on 

deregulation and cutting 

government spending.

• EPA Administrator 

– “War on Lead”  

– Leveraging infrastructure 

investment   

– LEAN focus on improving 

compliance.

• Reduce # of systems not 

meeting stds by 25%
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Drinking Water Services

Sustainable State Program Resources

2019 Legislative Concept. Revise 

or replace the Survey Fee.  

Options:

1. Modify and broaden the Survey 
Fee, include cost of WQ data mgt. 

2.Replace Survey Fee with a Flat Fee 
on Connections. 

3.Replace the Survey Fee with Sliding 
Scale Fee on Connections.  
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Drinking Water Services
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Section Manager

Data Mangement  
Compliance and 

Enforcement

Compliance Spec 3 Research Analyst 3

Compliance Spec 3 Research Analyst 2

Compliance Spec 2 Research Analyst 2

Compliance Spec 2

SRF, Contracts and 
Certification

Engineer 3

Program Analyst 2

Nat Res Spec 3

Program Analyst 2

Compliance Spec 2

Admin Spec 1

Tech Services 
Portland/Pendleton

Nat Res Spec 3 Engineer 3

Nat Res Spec 3 Engineer 3

Engineer 3

Pendleton
Engineer 3

Nat Res Spec 3 
Pendleton

Engineer 3

Office Spec 2

Pendleton
Nat Res Spec 3

Nat Res Spec 3

Tech Services 
Springfield

Nat Res Spec 5 Engineer 3

Nat Res Spec 4 Engineer 3

Nat Res Spec 3 Engineer 3

Office Spec 2 Nat Res Spec 3

Nat Res Spec 3

Admin Spec 1

Drinking Water Program 2019 (39 FTEs)
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Drinking Water Services

Emerging Rules and Contaminants

Lead and Copper Rule revisions

• What will be the impact?

Unregulated Contaminants. 

• Harmful Algal Blooms

– Is guidance sufficient?

• Legionella

– What is the role of DW regulators and water utilities?

• Perfluorinated Compounds (PFOA/PFOS) 

– Not found in drinking water systems in UCMR 3 in Oregon.

– Were detection limits low enough, looking in the right places?
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Drinking Water Services

Program Issues Ahead

Increasing compliance with health based standards

• Can we apply a health equity lens to ensure safe water for everyone?

Evaluation of surface water filtration systems

• Reevaluating some membrane systems. Further optimization work.

Source water protection

• Can we use assessments to help prioritize resources?

Operator certification program review

• Is the program creating barriers to entry in the field or advancement?

19



PUBLIC HEALTH DIVISION

Drinking Water Services

Working together to keep drinking 

water safe for all Oregonians.

David.H.Emme@state.or.us
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